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        May 31, 2022 
 

 
The Honorable Rosa L. DeLauro, Chair 
U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Appropriations 
2413 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

 
The Honorable Kay Granger, Ranking Member 
U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Appropriations 
1026 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

 
The Honorable Matt Cartwright, Chair 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies 
U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Appropriations 
2102 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Robert Aderholt, Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies 
U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Appropriations 
266 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy, Chair 
U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations 
437 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

 
The Honorable Richard Shelby, Ranking Member 
U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations 
304 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

 
The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen, Chair 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies 
U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations 
506 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

 
The Honorable Jerry Moran, Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies 
U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations 
521 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510 
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Dear Chairs and Ranking Members of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees and 
Subcommittees on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies: 
 

As deans of law schools across the United States, we urge you to provide adequate funding to 
close the ever-growing justice gap in America.  We support the request of the Legal Services Corporation 
for a significantly increased appropriation in Fiscal Year 2023.  

We lead a diverse array of law schools with a wide variety of institutional missions.  Our personal 
views span the political spectrum.  Notwithstanding our diverse backgrounds, missions and political 
perspectives, we express unified support for giving LSC the resources it needs to respond to the growing 
need for legal services.  

Although LSC has enjoyed bipartisan support for more than four decades, the essential legal 
services provided to low-income Americans have been chronically underfunded.  Congress appropriated 
$400 million for LSC in FY 1994.  Nearly 30 years later, that appropriation has only increased to $489 
million in FY 2022.  As a result, LSC’s appropriation has fallen far behind the rate of inflation.   

Many of us wrote to you last year to draw attention to the heightened need for legal assistance 
in light of the coronavirus pandemic.  Of course the pandemic is not over, and the legal needs arising 
from it will continue to be evident years after the immediate public health threat subsides.  Indeed, the 
economic and human toll of COVID-19 has exacerbated the well-documented chasm between the legal 
needs of low-income Americans and the resources available to meet those needs.     

LSC-supported legal services organizations help homeless veterans, victims of natural disasters, 
domestic violence survivors, low-income senior citizens and many other vulnerable populations.  
Research shows that civil legal aid is a wise public investment.  For example, by helping to end cycles of 
domestic violence and reducing unnecessary evictions and unjust foreclosures, LSC funds obviate the 
need for public spending in other areas.   

Moreover, many of our law schools collaborate with legal service providers funded by LSC to help 
train the next generation of attorneys.  These clinics, externships and other opportunities offer unique 
learning experiences for students and have a positive impact on our communities.  

Fundamentally, we believe that funding for LSC is integral to the fair administration of justice and 
the rule of law.  We teach our students that the ideal of “Equal Justice Under Law” depends on the 
availability of legal representation.  For these reasons, we appreciate your consideration of our request. 
 

Sincerely, 
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Robert B. Ahdieh 
Dean & Anthony G. Buzbee Endowed Dean's Chair 
Texas A&M University School of Law 
 
Alena M. Allen 
Interim Dean 
University of Arkansas School of Law 
 
Horace Anderson  
Dean and Professor of Law 
Elisabeth Haub School of Law at Pace University  
 
Jerry L. Anderson 
Dean and Richard M. and Anita Calkins Distinguished Professor of Law 
Drake University Law School 
 
Michael F. Barry 
President and Dean 
South Texas College of Law Houston 
 
Leonard M. Baynes 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Houston Law Center 
 
Theresa Beiner 
Dean and Nadine Baum Distinguished Professor of Law 
University of Arkansas Little Rock William H. Bowen School of Law 
 
Patricia Bennett 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Mississippi College School of Law 
 
Jessica Berg 
Co-Dean and Tom J.E. and Bette Lou Walker Professor of Law 
Case Western Reserve University School of Law 
 
Richard A. Bierschbach 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Wayne State University Law School 
 
Douglas A. Blaze 
Interim Dean and Art Stolnitz and Elvin E. Overton Professor of Law 
University of Tennessee College of Law 
 
Craig M. Boise 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Syracuse University College of Law 
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Gregory W. Bowman  
Dean and Professor of Law 
Roger Williams University School of Law 
 
Mark E. Brandon 
Dean and Thomas E. McMillan Professor of Law 
University of Alabama School of Law 
 
Martin H. Brinkley 
Dean and William Rand Kenan, Jr. Distinguished Professor 
University of North Carolina School of Law 
 
Jennifer Gerarda Brown 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Quinnipiac University School of Law 
 
Marcilynn A. Burke 
Dean | Dave Frohnmayer Chair in Leadership and Law 
University of Oregon School of Law 
 
Megan Carpenter 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of New Hampshire Franklin Pierce School of Law 
 
Erwin Chemerinsky 
Dean and Jesse H. Choper Distinguished Professor of Law 
University of California, Berkeley School of Law 
 
Marisa S. Cianciarulo 
Interim Dean and Donald P. Kennedy Chair in Law 
Chapman University Dale E. Fowler School of Law 
 
Annette E. Clark 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Seattle University School of Law 
 
Danielle M. Conway 
Dean and Donald J. Farage Professor of Law 
Penn State Dickinson Law 
 
Anthony W. Crowell 
Dean and President 
New York Law School 
 
Camille Davidson  
Dean  
Southern Illinois University School of Law  
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Lincoln L. Davies 
Dean & Frank R. Strong Chair in Law 
The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law  
 
Darby Dickerson 
President and Dean 
Southwestern Law School 
 
Matthew Diller 
Dean and Paul Fuller Professor of Law 
Fordham University School of Law 
 
Susan H. Duncan 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Mississippi  
 
Allen K Easley 
Dean and Professor of Law  
Western State College of Law at Westcliff University 
 
Jelani Jefferson Exum  
Dean and Philip J. McElroy Professor of Law  
University of Detroit Mercy School of Law 
 
Ward Farnsworth 
Dean 
University of Texas School of Law 
 
B. Keith Faulkner 
President and Dean 
Appalachian School of Law  
 
Daniel M. Filler 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Drexel University Thomas R. Kline School of Law 

Barbara Glesner Fines 
Dean & Rubey M. Hulen Professor of Law 
University of Missouri Kansas City School of Law 
 
Lee Fisher 
Dean and Joseph C. Hostetler-BakerHostetler Chair in Law 
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law |Cleveland State University 
 
Heather K. Gerken 
Dean and Sol & Lillian Goldman Professor of Law 
Yale Law School 
 
 

https://www.law.csuohio.edu/
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Risa Goluboff 
Dean, Arnold H. Leon Professor of Law and Professor of History 
University of Virginia School of Law 
 
Linda Sheryl Greene 
Dean and MSU Foundation Professor of Law 
Michigan State University College of Law  
 
James Hackney 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Northeastern University  

James W. Houck 
Interim Dean 
Penn State Law and the School of International Affairs 
 
Renee McDonald Hutchins 
Dean and Rauh Chair of Public Interest Law 
University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law 
 
William Hubbard 
Dean 
University of South Carolina School of Law 
 
Emily Janoski-Haehlen 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Akron School of Law  
 
Garry W. Jenkins  
Dean & William S. Pattee Professor of Law 
University of Minnesota Law School  
 
José Roberto (Beto) Juárez, Jr. 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University | Shepard Broad College of Law 
 
Johanna Kalb 
Dean 
University of Idaho College of Law 
 
Michael J. Kaufman 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Santa Clara University School of Law 
 
Anita K. Krug 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Chicago-Kent College of Law 
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Elena B. Langan 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Touro Law Center 
 
J. Rich Leonard 
Dean 
Campbell University Norman Adrian Wiggins School of Law 
 
Gillian Lester 
Dean and Lucy G. Moses Professor of Law 
Columbia Law School 
 
Matthew R. Lyon 
Vice President & Dean 
Lincoln Memorial University Duncan School of Law 
 
John F. Manning 
Morgan and Helen Chu Dean and Professor of Law 
Harvard Law School 
 
Dayna Bowen Matthew 
Dean and Harold H. Greene Professor of Law 
The George Washington University Law School 
 
Thomas Wm. Mayo  
Interim Dean and Professor of Law 
Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law  
 
Stephen W. Mazza 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Kansas School of Law 
 
James McGrath 
President and Dean 
Western Michigan University Thomas M. Cooley Law School 
 
David D. Meyer 
Dean and Mitchell Franklin Professor of Law 
Tulane University Law School 
 
Marc L. Miller 
Dean & Ralph W. Bilby Professor 
University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law 
 
Eric J. Mitnick 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Massachusetts Law School 
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Jennifer L. Mnookin 
Dean and Ralph and Shirley Shapiro Professor of Law 
UCLA School of Law 
 
Richard Moberly 
Dean & Richard C. and Catherine S. Schmoker Professor of Law 
University of Nebraska College of Law 
 
Trevor W. Morrison 
Dean and Eric M. and Laurie B. Roth Professor of Law 
New York University School of Law 
 
Camille A. Nelson 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Hawai’i William S. Richardson School of Law  
 
Eboni S. Nelson 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Connecticut School of Law 
 
Anthony Niedwiecki 
President and Dean 
Mitchell Hamline School of Law 
 
Angela Onwuachi-Willig 
Dean and Ryan Roth Gallo & Ernest J. Gallo Professor of Law 
Boston University School of Law 
 
Fernando Moreno Orama 
Dean 
Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto Rico School of Law 
 
Hari M. Osofsky 
Dean and Myra and James Bradwell Professor of Law 
Northwestern Pritzker School of Law 
 
Alicia Ouellette  
President and Dean 
Albany Law School  
 
Sergio Pareja 
Dean and Professor of Law 
The University of New Mexico School of Law 
 
Austen Parrish 
Dean and James H. Rudy Professor 
Indiana University Maurer School of Law 
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Wendy C. Perdue 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Richmond School of Law 
 
Andrew Perlman 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Suffolk University Law School 
 
John Pierre 
Chancellor 
Southern University Law Center 

Jennifer L. Rosato Perea  
Dean and Professor of Law 
DePaul University College of Law 
 
Gail Prudenti 
Dean 
Maurice A. Deane School of Law at Hofstra University 

Patricia Roberts 
Dean and Charles E. Cantu Distinguished Professor of Law 
St. Mary’s University School of Law 
 
Jim Roth 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Oklahoma City University School of Law 
 
Theodore Ruger 
Dean & Bernard G. Segal Professor 
University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School 
 
Leigh I. Saufley 
Dean  
University of Maine School of Law 
 
Katharine T. Schaffzin 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Memphis Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law 
 
Robert A. Schapiro 
Dean and C. Hugh Friedman Professor of Law  
University of San Diego School of Law 
 
Michael P. Scharf 
Co-Dean and Joseph C. Hostetler -- BakerHostetler Professor of Law 
Case Western Reserve University School of Law 
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Michael Hunter Schwartz 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law 
 
Sudha Setty 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Western New England University School of Law 
 
D. Gordon Smith 
Dean, Ira A. Fulton Chair and Professor of Law 
Brigham Young University Law School 
 
Andrew L. Strauss 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Dayton School of Law 
 
Henry C. (Corky) Strickland 
Dean and Ethel P. Malugen Professor of Law 
Cumberland School of Law 
 
Bradley J.B. Toben 
Dean and M.C. & Mattie Caston Professor of Law 
Baylor Law School 
 
Daniel P. Tokaji  
Fred W. & Vi Miller Dean and Professor of Law  
University of Wisconsin Law School  
 
Donald B. Tobin 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law 
 
William M. Treanor 
Dean and Paul Regis Dean Professor of Law 
Georgetown University Law Center 
 
Kevin K. Washburn 
N. William Hines Dean and Professor of Law  
University of Iowa College of Law 
 
Michael E. Waterstone 
Dean 
Loyola Law School 
 
Ronald Weich 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Baltimore School of Law 
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Mark D. West 
David A Breach Dean of Law 
University of Michigan Law School 
 
Amy J. Wildermuth 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Pittsburgh School of Law 
 
Verna L. Williams 
Dean and Nippert Professor of Law  
University of Cincinnati College of Law 
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